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Purpose of interview

Chubu region Institute for Social and
FEconomic Research (hereafter, CRISER) is now
planning to develop and publish the CRISER's
“Better Life Index” for all municipalities in
Japan. Our goal is to reveal the reason why
regional differences in socioeconomic factors,

that inhabitants are keenly interested in,

I
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such as academic ability of their children,

demographic movement and industrial
structures, exist. Based on the index, we will
also make recommendations for framing
regional policies to local governments.
Therefore, we'd like to know about the
OECD'’s index on following several points in

detail.

1. On the reason why you chose 11 topics

for calculation of the OECD Better Life Index

We understand that background idea or
the viewpoint to grasp the society is the key
to pick up factors to compose the index. The
OECD BLI is composed by 11 topics of well-
being. The following are questions related to

this account of issue.

Q1-1

What are the reasons to pick up these
factors? According to your webs(ﬁ;zé, the
OECD framework for measuring well-being
relies on “the Commission on the Measurem
ent of Economic Performance and Social
Progress” in 2009, which is supported by
past academic research results. As explained
in “How's Life ? Measuring Well-Being”, we
understand that “the 11 topics of well-being
used in the Index have been chosen in

accordance with theory, practice and
consultation on the issue of how to best
measure well-being from a comparative
perspect(ii;é.” Having said that, we would like
to know why the current 11 topics are
appropriate and sufficient to measure the

degree of well-being precisely.

(% 1) BRICDOWTIE, PERHHNOECDICEFTIENT L7z Questionnaire (BRIK) NSEIDFEH T2, LIBOERICDOWTHEKTH D,
(3% 2) http://www.oecd.org/statistics/measuring-well-being-and-progress.htm

(3¢ 3) http://www.oecdbetterlifeindex.org/about/better-life-initiative/
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Q1-2

We think the richness in available options
in daily lives and society (e.g. Richness /
variety in goods, services or living environment
among which the inhabitants can choose.)
would affect the degree of well-being but it
does not seem to be included. Why does the
BLI not take this item into consideration?
Is it due to the absence of enough academic

research (or you just think it is less relevant)?
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2 . On the selection of each indicator of the

11 topics

Q2-1
1)
According to your website, “the indicators
have been chosen on the basis of a number
of statistical criteria such as relevance (face-
validity, depth, policy relevance) and data
quality  (predictive  validity, coverage,
timeliness, cross-country comparability etc.)
and in consultation with OECD member
countries)”. Concretely, for example, “Income”
“Household net adjusted

“Household net

1s composed of
disposable 1income” and
financial wealth”. We guess this is based on
the “Recommendation 3” in the “Commission
on the Measurement of Economic Performance
and Social Progress”. Are there any prior
academic research, such as the Commission's
Recommendations, on selecting the variables

under the 11 topics?

Q2-2
Is 1t sufficient to make up one “topic” by
one to four indicators? Please explain why

1t 1s considered sufficient.

HRED®BE :
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(3% 7) http://www.oecdbetterlifeindex.org/about/better-life-initiative/
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